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50 reasons to study America

1) You get to study the only ‘Superpower’ in the world. This term not only refers to the military and economic power of the United States but also the huge influence it exerts upon contemporary global culture. It is crucial to see the United States as a national and a global phenomenon and understand the effects its power has on the world. 

2) American culture is incredibly diverse – the USA is home to more than 300 million people. 
Its multi-faceted cultures offer a huge number of topics to study – literature, film, architecture, photography, newspapers, the ins and outs of Presidential elections …
There are also fascinating cultural movements to examine – pop art, film noir and jazz – and dynamic periods of history to analyse – such as the American Revolution, the Civil War, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights movement and the Vietnam war. 

3) [Video] Transcript:
“We get readings and things like that. We usually have seminars where we have to discuss with other students what we thought about them and books and things like that, we do the same. It really gets people thinking about ‘well what does this actually mean?’ You can read it this way, you can read it that way and yeah I definitely think there is a definite critical approach to American Studies, you have to really take that on board.”

4) America is one of the most ethnically diverse nations in the world. It has been shaped by settlement, transatlantic slavery, mass migrations and the cultural traditions of multiple ethnic populations. The encounters between different ideas, beliefs and traditions have resulted in exciting blends of cultural expression. However, American cultures have also been shaped by oppression, violence and resistance. In American Studies you will be encouraged to look at both sides of the story.

5) There is an opportunity to study in the United States. Many American Studies programmes offer students the opportunity to study for a semester or a year abroad at one of their partner universities in the USA. 
This not only means that you will get to study at a different university and experience the United States first-hand but you also get the valuable experience of living in another country.

“I know that some of the people who have employed me have noted my study abroad experience. To some of them it indicates that I am perhaps willing to go the extra yard to get the most out of whatever situation I'm in. It definitely adds weight to any claims that I am an organised and enthusiastic individual when applying for jobs.”

Andy
6) [Video] Transcript:

When I started the course I fell into that category of ‘America is bad’, and I think since then I have kind of learned to assess things and take them as their kind of value and cultural value and understand that different people have different opinions about things as well. 

7) American Studies is Multidisciplinary which means that it combines a number of academic disciplines like Literature, History, Politics etc. Rather than a single discipline, like History, for example, American Studies integrates a range of subjects.

This means that you get to study a range of subjects within one degree.  

8) You will gain a broad range of skills, so many different employment options are open to you when you get your degree. Here are just some of the most popular careers and professions that American Studies graduates take up: 

Film and TV Production, Education, Politics, Journalism, Sales and Marketing, Business Administration, the Media, Publishing, Public Relations, Research, Museum work, Human Resources, Historical Archive Research, Corporate Communications.
 

American Studies gives you breadth of learning, complexity of approach and it’s more challenging than a single discipline degree, all of which makes American Studies graduates more flexible in a very fluid job market.

Susan

In all but one of my job interviews people have asked me about the experience of studying  in the USA and I think employers definitely see it as an asset.

Joni

9) [Video] Transcript:

“Well I met my girlfriend, that was through American studies. Can we put that on? !!”

10) American Studies is Interdisciplinary which means that it explores the connections between disciplines such as Literature, History, Politics etc. 
This often enables you to get a more rounded view of an issue or topic and it opens up fresh perspectives on traditional subjects.
11) You will develop intercultural skills – increasingly demanded by employers in the international job market. American Studies is an Area Studies course. 
Area Studies courses enable you to learn about the history, geography and cultures of a national or geographical region (e.g., America, Africa, Latin America, Asia) through a range of subjects (History, Literature, Politics, Film). 
So Area Studies students gain insight into the complexity and diversity of cultures and how they interact.

“I learnt about new cultures, new ways of thinking in education, got to gain a lot of life experience, meeting new people and going to new places.”

Rachel

12) [Video] Transcript:

“It’s constantly interesting. There’s never a dull moment when you think ‘ohh I’ve got to do this’ because it’s so open you can follow any path you want. So I think my whole four years of doing American studies has just been a great opportunity and I would recommend anyone one to do it basically, they should do it because it’s very interesting and fun.”

13) Understanding the forces that have shaped America help us to understand our contemporary world. 
The history and cultures of the United States are concerned with ideas of immigration, democracy, slavery, imperialism and multiculturalism. These issues do not just concern the past – they are relevant to the world we live in now.

14) American Studies students often say that the best thing about their course is the choice that American Studies offers. 
Students are able to draw upon many disciplines – History, Politics, Literature – but the choice doesn’t end there! 
Students are also encouraged to engage with a broad range of materials and sources. You might examine photographs, political speeches, literary texts, historical documents, opinion polls, films, paintings.
15) [Video] Transcript:

“If you go in there thinking, ok business or physics – then I’ll get a great job at the end of it. You’ve got to remember you’re going to spend 3 years of your life, you know, going into it. You’ve got to find something that you’re really passionate about, that you’re really interested in, that you want to get up and go and read about every day. And, you know, whether its, you know American politics, George bush, you know, American sitcoms or whatever. If you’ve got the opportunity to go out there every day and talk about it and discuss it – I mean it takes over your life eventually- then it’s much more interesting than speaking about particles and neutrons. So that’s why I took American studies.”

16) You will be allowed to take your own route through your studies. American Studies is designed to make you active in deciding the course of your degree. You will be able to select a combination of modules that interests you. 

“I have experienced many modules that I may not have had the opportunity to study such as Art History and Popular Culture leading to a more all-round understanding of the United States as well as learning different disciplines.”

Rachel

17) American Studies will give you a solid academic foundation as it is rooted in traditional disciplines and focuses on developing a core set of skills: analysis, interpretation, critical awareness, research, and writing.

“I think studying literature, history, politics and film is a great thing – it means you are able to think and apply yourself in different ways according to different stimulus and this is definitely one of the bonuses of doing such a degree.”

Rachel

18) [Video] Transcript:

“One of the most positive things about American studies is how interdisciplinary it is in that during this last year there was moments where in one class I was doing the CIA, in another one I was doing African American and in another class I might have been reading some contemporary literature like James Fry’s ‘A million little pieces’, and there is just no scope for boredom. If you are a person like me, I knew had I picked something more straight like business I would have got bored and there is just not a moment to get bored if you are doing American Studies.”

19) Because the United States plays such an integral role in world politics, American Studies demands an awareness of current affairs. 
You will be encouraged to engage in debates on contemporary and up-to-the-minute issues. This is crucial if you are considering a career in journalism or the media - popular careers for American Studies graduates - or if you want to become better informed about issues that affect our world.

20) The students who take American Studies have a variety of opinions and perspectives on the US. 
Whether you are critical of the USA or admire it, your viewpoint will be welcomed and challenged. 

21) [Video] Transcript:

“You have things regarding American Politics coming up in literature and cinema. You have international relations reflected in cultural movements. Everything is self referencing to a point and it also means that there is this wide variety of seems to kind of explore but they all reflect each other.”

22) The United States is famous for Hollywood movies, cartoons and TV sit-coms, but there are many exciting less familiar facets of American culture. 
American Studies enables you to look beyond the myths and clichés – to think about the Beats, the abolitionists, the Puritans, the Transcendentalists, the Hippies and the Blues. Who were the KKK, the Black Panthers, Second Wave feminists, the Wobblies, the United Farm Workers, Stonewall activists and the Abstract Expressionists? 
23) Many universities offer American Studies as a single honours course but you can also study it in combination with another subject as a joint honours course. 
As American Studies crosses the boundaries between disciplines it can help enrich your study of another subject.

24) [Video] Transcript:

“You can forge new links, you can re-explore things that people have talked about in the past. Its quite evolving and you can generate new ideas through just investigating and you get synergy in that respect.”

25) The study of America encourages you to engage with key themes and ideas often considered to be central to the American experience; individualism, self-reliance, the frontier and ‘the American dream’. 
Do these aspects of the USA make it ‘exceptional’?

26) You will draw on and consult a broad range of documents and sources  which teaches you to think about how much you can rely on what you are reading, where the authors of the documents are coming from how things might be slanted, and how different viewpoints can be reconciled – or not!

27) [Video] Transcript:

“I did media studies, film and sociology ‘A’ Levels and I definitely would say I have exercised all of those in American Studies and I have known people who have come from completely different backgrounds, social science or, I think even things like Environmental Science, or English or Maths and stuff, I know people who have come on and done American Studies instead and just been absolutely intrigued by it.”

28) “I went to Loyola University in New Orleans for a semester. Personally, it was one of the best experiences of my life. I met some truly amazing people and learnt more about myself than three whole years in the U.K. The experience really opened my eyes and broadened my mind.”

Joni

29) “You learn to take a more holistic approach to things, and to realise that there may be things that are outside your own immediate area of expertise that are still relevant and useful to you.”

Daniel

30) [Video] Transcript:

“Generally on my travels around America being in the deep south last summer, I remember on some occasions I would walk into restaurants and there would still be confederate flags and maybe from the fact that I had studied it I could understand it a little bit more  and still be like ‘oh that’s a bit weird’, but appreciate the history of what it stands for in itself, so that’s, the kind of, I was there with my friends who obviously don’t do American studies and we could sit down and have a conversation about it and discuss how we all felt, so, I enjoy that aspect of it as well.”

31) “Knowledge of US history and politics often gives an insight into handling complex issues and also to the importance of ideas in real-life situations. I learnt everything I needed to know as a trade union negotiator from studying the Cuban missile crisis!”

Daniel

32) “I have been fascinated with America from an early age and when choosing my

University subject, I couldn't believe my luck - a whole degree based on everything I love – American literature, American politics, American history and film. It would allow me to study a wide range of subjects, get a grounding in these interdisciplinary areas and mostly I chose it because it was appealing, and I knew I would enjoy it. I can honestly say, and my friends will back me up on this, that I loved my degree more than anyone else I know.”

Rachel

33) [Video] Transcript:

“From history as well it gives you a more informal type of skill to look at different things and use not only traditional historical sources  but to use things like art and literature and politics and put it all together and I think its good to know how to do that rather than just looking at traditional sources.”
34) “A degree in American Studies provides the critical thinking skills and emphasis on clear, good writing that employers value. You can teach anyone to do a job - it's much harder to teach them to think.”

Sarah

35) “Multi-disciplinary skills can easily be transferred and make you more adept at dealing with changing situations.”
Alan

36) [Video] Transcript:

“From a European perspective anyway, we kind of have that thing where America is this big goliath arching over us looking over us, and I think most people, when I mention that I am doing American Studies, they instantly think that I am outright pro American or that that is even an opinion and its essentially I think if you’re interest in America whether you think their culture is great or whether you are really sceptical, then its good to study it.”

37) “I spent a year at the University of New Mexico which was amazing.

Directly it has helped me adapt to new working environments and made me

more culturally aware, which is important in my current job.”

Lucy

38) “American Studies gives you the opportunity to discuss not only your chosen subject but also the diverse issues confronting us today. More than anything, it teaches us not to take ANYTHING at face value and to question even the most reliable of sources on any given issue.”

Alan

39) [Video] Transcript:

“You don’t want to be limited. I know people who are doing teaching degrees and accountancy and whatever, and I know people who have done it for 3 or 4 years and all of a sudden at the end say ‘I don’t want to do that anymore’. They are coming off worse and being limited in life. Its just something that gives you so much and you meet so many interesting people and you learn about so many interesting things and in particular in American Studies I think there are so many things that are relevant in the course, the things you learn about in history, in culture and it leaves your options open.”

40) “After finishing the degree, I went directly to work as a newspaper reporter.

American Studies - outside of a journalism degree - was probably the best course of study for such a career path. Familiarity with a wide range of subjects gave me an advantage as I researched, reported, and wrote news stories.”

Sarah 

41) “I was able to work as an intern on Capitol Hill during my course. I learned new research skills – including using a law library – which have been valuable to me.”

Daniel

42) [Video] Transcript:

“I think the way the degree is set out in that it’s so broad you can concentrate on a specific area that you would like to develop further yourself. If you wanted to go down a teaching route or history, journalism, literature, you really are given the bricks to build whatever career you want because you are covering so much.”

43) “I enjoyed Americans’ positive mental attitude and have used this ever since.”

Alan

44) “American Studies has given me a sound grounding in a variety of fields. Throughout the three years at uni I investigated comparisons between the USA and UK across a range of issues, which enabled me to learn more about the UK too.
This knowledge proved really important when securing my first job.”

Joni

45) [Video] Transcript:

“If you want to go into the press, into public life you’ve got to understand politics, you’ve got to understand how things work, so they certainly do that in American Studies, a very good grounding to go into if you want to go into the media or print press or online press or whatever that may be. American Studies gives you a good grounding for it because you’re looking at texts, you’re writing responses to things, you’re giving presentations. It makes you a much more rounded person which I think is important in this age that we live in.”

46) “If you are interested in pursuing further research, American Studies opens up new angles on fairly traditional topics. It also makes you pretty good on a pub quiz team!”

Alex

47) “I chose American Studies for a variety of reasons, with perhaps the most important one being that I couldn't decide what I wanted to do! 
American Studies was a great way of getting a focus but not closing any doors on possible careers afterwards.”

Hamish

48) [Video] Transcript:

“We studied things like, we would look at fisk, and you look at ripped jeans, the kind of signs and symbols that you put on your body by wearing certain clothes. And I think that is kind of a way of viewing culture that you wouldn’t look at. Where American Studies is a cultural studies degree, you get a very good toolbox for assessing culture and the things around you, not just American Culture, but everything basically. I think you could apply it to any kind of society.”

49) American Studies goes beyond the United States. 
In American Studies you will develop a global outlook as you investigate the USA’s relationship with many other countries and regions, not just through foreign policy and international relations but in the physical journeys of people, cultural movements and influences.
50) Though American Studies offers a broad range of subjects for you to study it also allows you to specialise. 
For example, you can focus on Literature courses or concentrate on Politics. 
In your final year of your degree you will choose and develop a topic of your own for your dissertation. 

 List compiled from the responses of American Studies graduates in the BAAS Alumni Survey.

� List compiled from the responses of American Studies graduates in the BAAS Alumni Survey.





Discover America Studies developed by the Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies © 2008


